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“To be known and read” by all. . . .
Flags in Our Churches: Biblical?
I have enjoyed reading parts of
Perspective Digest, especially “Work
Station One.” (Some parts of PD are
too deep for me.)
One of our church members
recently wrote a letter strongly opposing our having a Christian flag or an
American flag in our church. What is
your viewpoint? His arguments,
somewhat condensed, are as follows.

ily on earth, it must be represented
only by that which God has given us
in Scripture.
God has a banner: “And his banner over me was love” (Song of
Songs 2:4, NKJV). How can we take
God’s great love and reduce it to a
banner or flag? The Scriptures identify others of God’s banners: Psalm
60:4 (Truth); Psalm 20:5 (The Name
of God); Exodus 17:15 (The Lord);
Isaiah 11:10 (Root of Jesse: Christ);
Isaiah 59:10 (Standard—protection;
deliverence against enemy).
Also, “The banner of truth and
religious liberty” (Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 68, 69). We are the keepers of
God’s banners, or flags, and responsible to maintain their integrity. Hence,
there is no manner in which [these
values] can be placed on a literal flag.
Hence, God’s love, his truth, his
name, his church are too great to be
placed on a banner or flag. Consequently, God did not intend for us to
display a so-called “Christian flag” in
his sanctuary.
Furthermore, the “Christian flag”
is shared by what Revelation 17 calls
“Babylon the great, the mother of
harlots” (scarcely a group whose flag
we want to display in God’s house).
We are told to “come out of [Baby-

“A so-called Christian flag”
The Ten Commandments forbid
the making of an image of anything
for the purpose of representing the
Godhead. The reason being that it
shifts loyalties and minimizes the
greatness and omnipotence of God.
Second, such a likeness, symbolizing
God, could easily be worshiped, and
that would compromise the worshipers and limit their growth in
understanding as fully as possible,
God, his character, and his kingdom.
Using a banner or flag to symbolize God’s church has the same problems God sought to eliminate with
the second commandment. Since
the church is an assembly of his fam-
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Ion].” Why, then, would we wish to
place a symbol of Babylon in Gods
temple? Jesus barred the union of
church and state (see Matthew 22:21).
Caesar is forbidden to deal with matters of faith and worship, and the
church is not to promote Caesar or
his agenda.
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Our church is divided on this
matter, and the conference says it
doesn't have a policy on flags in the
church. I would like to hear what
your theologians and, for that matter, other readers of PD think.
Name and church withheld
• OK, readers! Up and at it—
prayerfully, of course. Til print the
most helpful replies and, in the
meantime, ask my learned colleague
Angel Rodriguez to read the responses and share his viewpoint.
However, I must add a caution
from Alexander Whyte, who is
quoted in Oswald Chamber’s Abandoned to God:
“Eschew controversy, my brethren, as you would eschew the entrance to hell itself! Let them have it
their own way. Let them talk, let them
write, let them correct you, let them
traduce you. Let them judge and condemn you, let them slay you. Rather
let the truth of God itself suffer than
that love suffer. You have not enough
of the Divine nature in you to be a
controversialist.”

The American Flag
The same principles apply, with a
few more to consider. First, the
Scriptures clearly command us to
not mix the holy and the unholy
(Lev. 10:10). God warned Aaron and
his sons not to drink wine or strong
drink before entering the tabernacle
“lest you die.” He ordered Aaron to
distinguish between holy and unholy, clean and unclean.
Without a doubt, we would have
to agree that [the] national flag of any
nation would not be a holy object. If
it were holy, we would include it for
worship purposes as something to
revere. That, of course, would be contrary to a plain “thus saith the Lord ”
When one adds that this nation will
ultimately promote religious observance of the false day of worship,
[with the consequences Bible prophecy so clearly predicts,] the impropriety of placing its flag in our church
should be evident.

For Men Only
While I heartily endorse Doukhan’s thesis [on the status of women],
I was somewhat amused by his
attempt to provide Scripture support.
He mentions, for example, that both
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men and women listened to Ezras
reading of the Law, but failed to mention that when the men opted for
divorce, their wives were excluded
from the vote. That Sarah was sacrificed to save Abrahams skin. That
“righteous” Lot put convention above
his daughters: “You may do to them
what you wish, only do nothing to
these men”(Gen. 19:8, NKJV).
The Ten Commandments list
woman among man’s property.
Lor Philo, man represented the
rational element, while Eve the aisthesis, the lower element. He struggled over Livia, patron of the Jews
and most powerful woman in Rome.
How could she be that way, he asked
himself, “as there is not image of
rational nature there?” Livia, although pregnant by her husband,
was given to Augustus. She had no
choice in the matter.
Lor the Greeks, “the souls of men
who had behaved in a cowardly manner were reincarnated in the bodies of
women.” In Rome, “a man was master
of his wife, just as he was master of his
daughters and servants.”
Though Jesus treated women with
respect, the early church fathers did
not. Tertullian, for example, stated
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that women continued the role of Eve
and were “the gateway through which
the devil comes.”
Charlemagne’s educational “reforms” were pernicious and enduring. They denied women the opportunity of education and careers. His
strictures lasted for almost a thousand years.
There was a brief change of attitude in the 12th century, and women
began to be drawn into the church.
They helped build up the Premonstratensian Order, but Conrad
Marchtal finally decided to exclude
them because “the wickedness of
women is greater than all the other
wickedness in the world, and there is
no anger like that of women.”
The Malleus Maleficarum became
the standard reference work for both
church and state. Its premise was
that “all witchcraft comes from the
carnal lust, which in women is insatiable,” consequently, more than 90
percent of people tried for witchcraft in Europe were women.
On March 18, 1994, Nafis Sadik,
Under Secretary of the U.N. Conference on Population Development,
went to Pope John Paul II to plead for
a more practical approach to the
reproductive rights of women, for
free choice of family planning methods by each individual, and for the
Continued on page 57

6

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 2003

3

Perspective Digest, Vol. 8 [2003], No. 2, Art. 1

E

P

I

S

T

L

E

S

Continued from page 6

safeguarding of peoples health. She
outlined what men in the third world
were doing that distressed women.
The Pope was uncompromising:
“Don’t you think,” he asked, “that the
irresponsible behavior of men is
caused by woman?”—an echo of
Adam’s “‘the woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me the fruit
from the tree’” (Gen. 3:12, NRSV).
Doukhan is right. History and
the church have seldom been.
Lyndon K. McDowell
Scottsdale, Arizona

ment keeper and sinner at the same
time? The answer: only through the
substitutionary death of our Lord.
We are declared sinless in him and
thus commandment keepers.
A preacher told me that each
morning he says, “Lord, here is a
sinner coming to you solely through
the blood of Jesus that was shed in
my behalf. Please help me to be obedient to your commandments.”
How eloquent!
Paul W. Jackson, M.D.
Wallingford, Pennsylvania

New Reader
A friend gave me my first copy of
Perspective Digest. I like it. You have a
new reader.
I have a question: We Adventists
claim to be a commandment-keeping people. Are we really? Ellen
White gives us this lofty title many
times, but as I read her Testimonies
for the Church, I find they are largely
devoted to “sin in the camp.”
So, are we really commandment
keepers? Or are we all too often
commandment preachers? Sinners
we all are as the Bible confirms. And
James 4:17 says that if we know to do
good and don’t do it, we are guilty of
sinning. This text indicts every one
of us. How can one be a command-

How Friendly Is Your Church?
Awhile back in the Upper
Columbia Conference, a youth
group decided to test the friendliness of Adventist churches. So one
Sabbath they dressed up like street
kids— “punks”— and their adult
sponsors drove them to several
Adventist churches in the area. They
walked in unannounced. Without
too severely taxing your imagination, you can guess that their receptions could have been better.
I hope that through the years
we’ve become a visitor-friendly
denomination. As my wife, Sue, and
I visit churches around the Northwest, we’ve been inspired with certain things our churches do to make
guests know they are welcome. I
thought you’d like to share what

57

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol8/iss2/1

4

Multiple: Epistles

E

P

I

S

T

they're doing with your readers.
• Adequate parking. If your parking lot was adequate 30 years ago,
when the average car brought four
people to church, it may not be
today, when fewer than two people
arrive per car.
• Designated guest parking. If
guest parking is located closest to the
entrance, it makes a positive statement.
• Multiple greeters. One of my
favorite churches meets members
and guests with umbrellas on rainy
days. Guests should always be
shown— not merely told—where to
go.
• Lunch invitations. Our home
church has either a potluck or designated families prepared to invite
every visitor to lunch.
• An attractive and professional
sign. If they can’t find you, they
won’t come!
• Attractive facility and clean
bathrooms. Cleanliness is next to
godliness, especially in church.
• Worship service sensitivity.
Assume you’re coming for the first
time to an Adventist church. Would
you feel comfortable in your home
church?
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• Relational activities. In today’s
culture, many come to the church
through the “side door”— social
activities and small groups that open
the heart to more traditional evangelism.
• Christ-centered preaching. Of
course visitors should hear Christcentered, biblically based, love-filled
messages shared through the sermon, the music, and Bible study.
I’m convinced that if we would
humble ourselves before God, and
all our church members were kind
and courteous and tenderhearted,
there would be 100 conversions to
the truth where now there is only
one (see Testimonies for the Church,
Vol. 9, p. 189).
So, better watch out! When those
“street people” show up at your
church, maybe it won’t be a disguised church youth group. They
may be coming because they’ve
heard how friendly you are.
Jere D. Patzer
President, North Pacific Union
Conference
Vancouver, Washington
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